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■ Frackville: The first planning
session for the 2007 Ukrainian
Seminary Day, which is sponsored by
the South Anthracite Deanery of the
Ukrainian Catholic Archeparchy of
Philadelphia, will be held at 7 p.m. May
15 in St. Michael Ukrainian Catholic
Church hall, West Oak Street. Organiz-
ers said ideas and suggestions will be
welcome, as will new volunteers.

■ Lebanon: The Lebanon VA
Medical Center is looking for qualified
volunteer drivers. Cynthia Shiner,
acting volunteer service officer at the
facility, said the medical center has
purchased a shuttle to assist veterans
from parking lots to building entrances
and back. Qualified volunteer drivers
are needed to commit to at least one
four-hour shift, either 7 to 11 a.m. or
11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Monday through
Friday each week. The shuttle will only
be used in fair weather and not during
the winter season. Applicants will be
required to pass a screening physical
by the VA and receive an orientation.
To sign up or for questions, call Shiner
at (717) 228-6030.

■ Mahanoy City: The bor-
ough’s fifth annual pet parade will be
held at 1 p.m. May 12 at the Wachovia
Bank parking area along Centre Street.
All types of pets are welcome. Prizes
will be awarded in the categories of
prettiest, largest, smallest, best
dressed (pet or pet and owner),
funniest, best performing, most unique
and pet and owner resemblance. For
those who register early, the fee will be
$3. For those who register on event
day, the fee will be $4. Forms can be
obtained at Mahanoy City Borough
Hall. All pets must be leashed, caged
or tethered and under control. Any
mess by the pet must be immediately
cleaned by the owner. All proceeds will
be donated to the Ruth M. Steinert
Memorial SPCA, Mount Pleasant, and
the Hillside SPCA, Pottsville. The rain
date will be 1 p.m. May 13.

■ Mahanoy City: The Maha-
noy City Public Library Memorials
recently acknowledged the following
memorials: For Helen Harlor from
Elizabeth “Betty” Williams and Vaughn
Shutt, Tom and Rosemary Demko,
George Krall, Mary Ellen and Bernie
Marchalonis, Joe and Maryellen Boyle
and Randy, Helayne, Adason and Siara
Titus and Mary Kernan; for Wayne
Collins from Tom and Rosemary
Demko, George Krall, Constance
Jarrard, Marilyn and Jim Tolan and
Mary Kernan; for Ray Peca from
Elizabeth Williams; for Robert Marks
from Mr. and Mrs. William Fegley; for
Glenn Fegley from Tom and Rosemary
Demko; for Mary Kersavage from Paul
and Anne Krukas; for Patrick Downey
from Joe and Maryellen Boyle; for Bill
Techentine from Joe and Maryellen
Boyle; for Dr. Paul Carmichael from
Bob and Marci Bonner; for Charles
“Chuckie” Schmerfield from Randy,
Helayne, Adason and Siara Titus; for
Maxine Wagner from Marie Bache,
Marilyn and Jim Tolan; for Wilda Wirtz
from Jim and Tina Davidson, Cecelia
Scherer; for Deirdre Digiuseppi from
Cecilia Scherer; for Adolf Kurzinsky
from Constance Jarrad; for Josephine
Grigalonis from Marilyn and Jim Tolan,
Marie Koval, Tom and Pat Seiberling,
Janet and George Cunningham, Janet
Kurzinsky, Bruce and Mary Harlot, E.J.
and Patti Lucyk, J.L., Antoinette
Houser, Mary Ellen and Bernie
Marchalonis, Donna and Paul Peca and
family, Tad and Tara Gensler and family,
Jack Ryan and family, Margaret Smith,
Sandy and Tom Whalen; for Julia
Ciesluk from Cecilia Scherer, Tim and
Beth Scheeler and family; for Violet
Keff from Marie Koval; for Mrs. Leon
Thomas from Jack Ryan and family; for
Virginia Hatkinich from Mary Kernan.
Book memorials were acknowledged
for Mary Dower from Joanne Brennan
and Grace Guldin; for Deidre Digiusep-
pi from Jack Ryan and family and for
Josephine Grigalonis from Judy and Bill
Brayford.

■ Pine Grove: A Camp Cadet
charity golf outing, with shotgun starts
at 7:45 a.m. or 12:45 p.m., is set for
May 4 at Hidden Valley Golf Course,
sponsored by KNBT Bank & Trust Co.
The fee for hole sponsor and four
golfers is $400 and for hole sponsors
only, $160. To sponsor a tee or green
the fee is $100 and for a golfer, $70.
For the steak dinner only, which will be
held at 6 p.m. in the chateau, the cost
is $25. When registering, participants
must indicate if they will play in the
morning or afternoon start. Checks,
payable to PSP Camp Cadet, must
accompany the reservation. The
honorary chairman is retired state
police Cpl. Joseph Lipsett. For more
information, call Hidden Valley Golf
Course, go online at www.distinctgolf.
com or call Dave Mason at 624-3355.

■ Pottsville: The Schuylkill
Ballet Theatre will sponsor Story Book
Tales at 2 and 6 p.m. Sunday in the
Sovereign Majestic Theater, North
Centre Street. For more information,
call 622-2286.

Mock DUI serves as warning
Tamaqua Area students witness violent repercussions of irresponsibility

BY MYLES RUMBEL

STAFF WRITER

mrumbel@republicanherald.com

TAMAQUA — One victim lay on
the hood of a car beside the smashed
windshield. Another lay on the trunk
of another car.

Nearby, a University MedEvac heli-
copter and three ambulances waited
while rescue workers pulled victims
from the wreckage and strapped
them to body boards. Workers pulled
numerous empty beer cans from one
of the vehicles.

Tamaqua Area High School stu-
dents watched silently from the
bleachers.

“It was a little frightening,” said Alli-
son Martin, a senior who portrayed one
of the victims. “You have these men
you’ve never seen right in your face ask-
ing you questions. You don’t really
know the answers and you’re just really
worried about your friends.”

The mock crash Wednesday morn-
ing was organized by Steve Chamber-
lain of Tamaqua Area Community
Ambulance, in conjunction with

Tamaqua Area’s student Emergency
Response Team, to warn students of
the dangers of driving under the
influence of drugs and alcohol.

“If we save one life with this, I’m
happy,” Chamberlain said of the
event, which took hours to plan and
thousands of dollars to create. “If we
save more than one life, I’m happier.”

Eight members of the school’s
emergency response team, including
Martin, played the victims of the
“horrific” accident.

Organizers wanted to show stu-
dents what a real accident scene
could be like — including parents
being called to the scene.

“It was nerve-racking, it really
was,” said Lynne Rohde, Tuscarora,
whose son, CJ, was a victim. “It was
fake, but it was nerve-racking to see
him laying on the hood of a car,
bloody, and being taken out in the
backboard and all. It was awful.”

CJ was removed from the hood of
the car and taken for a short flight
from the field by the MedEvac heli-
copter. The helicopter returned to the

field near the end of the exercise.
“I told him this morning this is the

only helicopter flight on the Life
Flight you’ll ever have,” she said.

After the scene was under control,
Ed Morland, Regional EMS Service,

and Schuylkill County Coroner David
J. Dutcavich addressed students.

The students playing the victims at
the scene spoke to seniors who are
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In observance of Arbor Day,

The Pottsville Shade Tree Com-
mittee and the Charles Baber
Cemetery Committee will dedi-
cate 14 memorial trees, including
13 red maple and a pink dogwood,
Friday at 2 p.m. in Charles Baber
Cemetery. Anyone wishing to take
part should join with the families
who purchased the trees inside
the cemetery’s main entrance
near the Chapel. Pottsville Mayor
John D.W. Reiley will accept the
Tree City U.S. flag on behalf of
the city.

Also, at 3:15 p.m., there will be
an Arbor Day ceremony outside
the Pottsville Area School District
administration building beside
D.H.H. Lengel Middle School.

Slapstick helps student
BY LESLIE RICHARDSON

STAFF WRITER

lrichardson@republicanherald.com

MAHANOY CITY — Joie Green
stepped onto a black circle in the
middle of the gym floor bravely
awaiting her fate. Within seconds, a
plate of whipped cream flew through
the air, striking Green in the chin.

Green, Mahanoy Area Middle
School principal, took the first hit as
part of Pie Your Teacher, a fundrais-
er held Thursday at the school for
Aaron Kegolis. The thrower was sev-
enth-grader Jonathan Palubinsky,

Kegolis, a Shenandoah Valley
High School student, was a passen-
ger involved in a vehicle accident
on the Aristes Road, North Union
Township, in August. He is recover-
ing from severe brain injuries that
are a result of the accident.

He was admitted to Children’s
Hospital of Philadelphia in August
and was discharged in February. He
is currently receiving therapy for
his injuries, and he and his family
are staying with his grandparents,
Emil and Dorothy Chupaska,
Maizeville.

His home needs extensive reno-
vations before Aaron, who is con-
fined to a wheelchair, would be able
to move back in.

“Aaron’s mother was a graduate
of Mahanoy Area,” Green said.

“We did the pie throw last year just
for fun and the eighth grade offi-
cers asked if we could do it again
this year as a way to raise money
for the family.”

Green said the students in grades
five through eight bought 359 chanc-
es in hopes of getting the opportu-
nity to hit their teachers with a
paper plate full of whipped cream.

The chances sold for 75 cents
each or two chances for $1. The stu-
dents wrote their names and which
teacher they would like to “pie” on
each chance.

Chances were pulled at random
right before the event.

“What’s up with that?” Science
teacher Robert Killian asked as stu-
dent Sierra Herb came down from
the bleachers to take a shot at him.

“I’m not sure why I wanted to pie
him,” Herb said.

Randy Maksimik, an eighth-

grade teacher, was pied four times.
Three came from eighth-grader
Nicholas Forte, who put up about
$40 in his quest to get Maksimik
into the circle.

“ M ay b e I a m t o o s t r i c t , ”
Maksimik joked.

Seventh-grade math teacher John
Berta took three pies to the face.

“I’m new here and I’m a math
teacher. They are probably trying
to get back at me,” Berta said with
a smile.

Longtime teacher Ronald Lich-
tenwhalner also took several hits.

“Everybody knows me. I’ve been
here so long I taught many of their
parents,” Lichtenwhalner said as
he wiped whipped cream from his
face. “Maybe it’s because they think
I give too much homework.”

“It felt great,” said sixth-grader
Krista O’Boyle after giving Lichten-
whalner a face full of whipped
cream.

All of the teachers took the pies
with a smile, knowing it was all in
fun and for a good cause.

Over $450 was raised through the
contest and several dress-down
days held throughout the year.

“The teachers paid $2 to dress
down. Some of them donated more
than $2,” Green said. “All the mon-
ey will be put into Aaron’s fund at
M&T Bank.”

“They are
probably
trying to get
back at me.”

John Berta

Mahanoy Area Middle
School math teacher

Students
get taste
of politics
Commissioners meet
at Pottsville High; DA
hiring remains issue

BY SHAWN A. HESSINGER

TAMAQUA BUREAU CHIEF

shessinger@republicanherald.com

The county commissioners gave
more than 100 juniors and seniors at
the Pottsville Area High School a
glimpse of county government in
action Wednesday as they held their
meeting on the stage of the high
school auditorium.

Students had the opportunity to ask
questions afterward and witness a
system some county officials have
come to question in recent weeks.

“For the benefit of the students we
had a work session last week and all
the items on the agenda were dis-
cussed at that work session,” said
commissioners Chairman Frank J.
Staudenmeier, a Republican, Wednes-
day morning as the meeting got
underway.

But in fact, numerous items on the
agenda from the April 18 meeting did
not appear on the commissioners’
agenda for vote Wednesday simply
because they had been voted on at the
work session instead.

“There were six, but there were
eight proposed,” said Democratic
minority Commissioner Mantura M.
Gallagher after the Wednesday meet-
ing.

Gallagher said that while some
votes for programs expiring immi-
nently occasionally needed to be
included in work sessions others did
not.

“With other issues that can wait the
full two weeks, I need that time to
study the issues,” Gallagher said.

Last week, Gallagher recommended
the posting of work session minutes
on the county Web site in addition to
minutes from voting sessions because
of the increasing number of votes
being done at work sessions.

Students saw another example
Wednesday of the concerns raised by
some county officials over issues
being brought to a vote at work ses-
sions traditionally seen as nonvoting
meetings.

Acting on behalf of his boss, coun-
ty Controller Gary L. Hornberger,
who was out of town Wednesday and
did not attend the meeting, First Dep-
uty Controller Charles Daubert reiter-
ated Hornberger’s objections to a new
full-time position in the District
Attorney’s office.

Last week, Hornberger said he
objected to a vote on a full-time posi-
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Senior Chelsea O’Brien plays an injured victim Wednesday during a mock DUI

accident held at Tamaqua Area High School Stadium.
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Sixth-grader Amber Wagner tosses a whipped-cream pie

at eighth-grade math teacher Amanda Petritsch’s face

during Pie Your Teacher at Mahanoy Area Middle

School. The event was a fundraiser to make renovations

to the home of Aaron Kegolis, Shenandoah, who uses a

wheelchair after he was injured in a car accident.

Money raised pitching pies at teachers goes to injured teen

Arbor Day events

to be held in city

Please see COMMISSIONERS, Page 6

Please see DUI, Page 6

Victims’ relatives honored for crime week
BY MARIA HERNE

STAFF WRITER

mherne@republicanherald.com

It’s been more than seven years
since her son was killed by a drunk
driver, but every day, Elaine Stine
still feels the pain of that loss.

“Every day is a battle — some days
there’s anger, some days it’s just hard
getting out of bed and some days you
just relive the moment that they died
over and over,” Stine said. “So I pray
all the time that the anger doesn’t
take over me. I fight against it, and
dwell on the beautiful children he left
behind.”

Timothy F. Stine was killed in Feb-
ruary 2000 at age 33 in an automobile
crash caused by a drunk driver. He
left behind a wife, Michelle, and two
children, Timothy, now 19, and Mari-
lyn, now 21.

Stine found solace Wednesday
night with other victims of violent

crimes during a program sponsored
by the county District Attorney’s
office in observance of National
Crime Victims’ Rights Week.

The week, which has the theme
“Every Victim, Every Time,” honors
those who have endured traumatic
experiences and violent crime,
according to Irene M. Docherty, the
program director and a victim/wit-
ness coordinator in the District
Attorney’s office.

“This is a call to action to fulfill a
promise to recognize victims’ rights,
for all victims, every time,” said
Docherty, who has worked with hun-
dred of victims during her 18 years
at her job.

Crime victims were honored with a
service in Courtroom 1 at the
Schuylkill County Courthouse.

The program included a panel of
guest speakers who spoke about their
experiences as first responders to vic-

tims of crime. The panel included
emergency workers, crisis hotline
counselors, members of law enforce-
ment community and the criminal
justice system.

Phil McCarthy, a 911 dispatcher
with the Schuylkill County Commu-
nications Center, said he’s handled
several calls for violent crimes,
including homicide and domestic vio-
lence.

“You never know what to expect,
who’s going to be on the end of that
phone line,” he said. “Certain calls
really stick with you.”

Trooper Edward Sanchez with the
Pennsylvania State Police said vic-
tims need to know that they have the
right to come to the defendant’s sen-
tencing and give an impact statement.

“It’s very important to follow up,”
he said. “You are the victims and you
have the right to make your voice
heard by the courts.”
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preparing for their prom on
Friday.

“If you’re going to drink, just
please don’t get into a car,” Chel-
sea O’Brien, a senior, said.
“Don’t put your parents through
that stuff. Don’t put your friends
through that stuff.”

Principal Raymond J. Kind-
er said the school puts on a

talk regarding DUI every year
before the prom.

“Hopefully everyone will
make good decisions coming
up to Friday and beyond,”
Kinder told the students.

Kinder said he thought the
student received the message
that “one bad decision cannot
only cause issues for you, but
also for everyone around you.”

Students who played victims
in the event, in addition to Mar-
tin, Rohde and O’Brien, includ-
ed Billy Garber, Ryan Oldt,
Nick Boyle, Tamra Veronsky,
Sandra Coombe and Kyle
Smith. Students Justin McCar-
roll and Chris Fetter acted as
emergency responders to the
crash along with area police
and ambulance groups.

According to the National
Highway Traffic Safety Admin-
istration, in 2005, 636 people
were killed in Pennsylvania in
DUI-related accidents. The
most recent statistics from
NHTSA on teen DUI-related
deaths were complied in 2003.
That report shows that 87 teens
were killed in DUI-related acci-
dents in the state in 2003.

tion for a victims advocate at a
salary-board work session follow-
ing the commissioners’ session,
saying he had not had sufficient
time to examine the issue.

On Wednesday in a statement
read by Daubert, Hornberger
said the job would be created
with an $8,000 grant that might
not be available in future years
and that $478 allocated to pro-
vide benefits for the position
would not cover costs, making
the creation of the position “fis-
cally irresponsible.”

Contacted later, District Attor-
ney James Goodman said the
employee would not have accept-
ed the position without benefits,
requiring return of the grant.

“That’s an insult to victims
of crime, and it’s also an insult
to victim advocates who have
to work with victims of crime
that he (Hornberger) says it’s
fiscally irresponsible to pay a
victim advocate benefits.”
Goodman added later in a cell
phone message.

All three commissioners
voted Wednesday to create the
position, making Daubert’s

vote the only “no.”
After the meeting, Port Car-

bon senior Joseph Gurzick, 17,
asked why commissioners
each needed to vote “yes” on
issues instead of allowing
board members to simply
speak up if they disagreed.

“It’s not always three ‘yes’s.’
Sometimes there is an occa-
sional ‘no.’ Today we just hap-
pened to have a very friendly
meeting for you,” said Galla-

gher, a former Pottsville school
district teacher.

Pottsville senior Crystyn
Hoke, 18, asked why the board
was polled on votes, giving
their responses one-by-one.

Staudenmeier said the poll-
ing allowed the votes to be on
record to make certain who
voted for what and, as in the
case of the controller’s vote, to
allow each board member to
make their feelings heard.

BY STEPHEN J. PYTAK

STAFF WRITER

spytak@republicanherald.com

COALDALE — The opening
of a Wal-Mart Supercenter has
encouraged the Schuylkill
Transportation System to plot
its first fixed route in the bor-
ough.

“We’re making some chang-
es in our Tamaqua/McAdoo
schedule come June 4 because
of the addition of Wal-Mart in
Hometown,” Michael Micko,
STS director of transit opera-
tions, said during a public
meeting on the matter at Coal-
dale Borough Hall on Wednes-
day morning, which 10 people
attended.

Currently, STS offers fixed-
route service in the Tamaqua
and McAdoo areas on Tuesday,
Thursday and Friday.

“With the new Wal-Mart, we
did some reallocations and
extended the route to five days
a week,” Micko said.

The only STS service offered
in Coaldale is the STS Shared
Ride Van Program, specialized
van transportation for county
residents, primarily senior cit-
izens age 65 and over.

“With request for service out
of the Coaldale area, we’re
going to put a feeder route on
one day a week,” Micko said.

“We’re interested in having
the bus run from Coaldale to
Tamaqua to hook up with the
other buses to go to the other
malls,” said Ruth West, 66, of
Coaldale.

“We don’t have a start date
yet. It will probably be in mid-
June,” Micko said. “This will
be an extension of the route
from Tamaqua, but we’re going
to use a separate vehicle, a
feeder bus which will meet the
bus in Tamaqua.”

“It will allow you to connect
in Hazleton to go to Lower
Luzerne County or you could
continue on the bus to go to
points in Schuylkill County,
like Schylkill Mall, Fairlane
Vi l l a g e m a l l , p o i n t s i n
Pottsville,” Micko said.

The STS fleet includes 10
large street buses, which each
hold up to 40 people, said Doro-
thy M. Kuehn, STS operation
manager. Four of those are
being replaced in the near
future, Kuehn said.

The fleet also includes 27
vans, which hold up to 16 peo-
ple, Kuehn said.

Senior citizens over age 65
ride free. Otherwise, Micko
said, fares vary depending on
a rider’s destination, but the
base fare is $1.25.

BY KATHERINE E. WHITNEY

STAFF WRITER

kwhitney@republicanherald.com

ORWIGSBURG — For Mat-
thew Chen, it was “like a gift
out of nowhere.”

The 18-year-old freshman
from New York was one of 117
s t u d e n t s at Pe n n S t at e
Schuylkill to receive local aid
to assist in their education dur-
ing the 2006-07 school year.

Approximately 160 people
attended the Penn State
Schuylkill Endowed Scholar-
ships and Awards Dinner at the
Schuylkill Country Club on
Wednesday evening, honoring
both donors and the student
recipients of more than $236,000.

Director of Development
Jane Zintak said the first
awards dinner was held in 1984,
with only six students present.

Julia Warren, 18, of Thomp-
son, a French major, said she
was “very relieved” when she
learned of her $4,000 John E.
Morgan Trustee Scholarship,
awarded every semester.

“Money is very hard to come
by these days,” Warren said.

University Chancellor R.
Keith Hillkirk said more than
80 percent of Penn State
Schuylkill students receive
financial aid of some kind.

Hillkirk said tuition for in-
state students at the satellite
campus is $10,500. The average
aid for Penn State Schuylkill
students this year was $9,652.

“People really love to help
young people,” said Hillkirk.
“College education is becoming
more expensive and scholar-
ship support is important for
so many families. We are so

appreciative of the difference a
financial award makes.”

John Zelinsky, 24, the recipi-
ent of the $1,200 Robert P.
Swank scholarship, said the
money meant a lot to himself
and his wife, Danielle.

“It helps us students with pay-
ing bills, books, tuition — it just
makes our lives easier,” he said.

The dinner also included a
speech by guest John Hillkirk,
executive editor of USA Today,
who lauded the donors and stu-
dents, speaking on the impor-
tance of education, attitude and
philanthropy. He cited, in par-
ticular, Warren Buffet and Bill
Gates, wealthy entrepreneurs
who donate millions to charita-
ble organizations, giving back
to the people who helped them

make their money.
“It’s not so important who

you are,” Hillkirk said. “The
people who succeed and leave
a lasting legacy, base their
work and their actions on …
simple, yet profound concepts
and philosophies.”

There were 39 scholarships/
awards from community
donors.

Andrew Tellep, who contrib-
uted the Palko-Tellep Scholar-
ship with his wife, Michell
Palko-Tellep, and family, felt it
was only right to help others
have an opportunity in higher
education.

Tellep said many of his own
family attended Penn State.

“We just wanted to give
back,” he said.
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John Hillkirk, executive editor of USA Today, was the guest
speaker at the Penn State Schuylkill Endowed Scholarships and
Awards Dinner on Wednesday at the Schuylkill Country Club.

PSU honors
scholarship
contributors
Donors, recipients attend dinner,
hear speech by USA Today editor

Wal-Mart opening
spurs expanded
bus routes for STS
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Commissioners give Pottsville Area students a taste of politics

Service to start in Coaldale in June
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